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FROM EUROPEAN BANKS TO RIVER BANKS –  
A BRIDGE FROM ART TO REALITY

Modeled on bank notes
Applied art – there is hardly a more fitting term to describe the 
ambitious Eurobruggen project from the pen of graphic 
designer Robin Stam. The fictitious bridges found on Euro 
bank notes since 2002 became reality in southern Holland 
between 2011 and 2012: a selection from the seven viaducts 
in total, each dedicated to a different era, that adorn the 
reverse of the currency. So far, three of the seven bridges have 
been replicated in Het Land, a district of numerous canals in 
Spijkenisse outside of Rotterdam. 

What started out as a game for the young graphic designer 
has since been cast into imposing concrete. A somewhat 
different sort of replica that is now drawing nationwide 
attention from far beyond the community of 73,000 residents 
and has transformed the canals of a new but otherwise non-
descript neighbourhood into a walkable tourist attraction.
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	 Seven bank note designs with 
one goal: to become reality one 
bridge at a time.

The 10 and 50 Euro notes were among the 
first to pose as models for the project.
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	 Concrete with charisma, surface with depth – artistic 
down to the last detail.

SYMBOLS  
OF COOPERATION.

	 A colourful conjuncture of civilisation and 
nature. 
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Product of artistic freedom.
The creator of the designs used in this architectural work of 
art is Robert Kalina, a designer with the National Bank of Aus-
tria. He is responsible for the designs on the bank notes, 
which represent the bridges of various architectural styles – 
from classic Antiquity, Gothic, Romantic and Renaissance to 
Baroque, Rococo and Contemporary. What all of the bridges 
have in common is that each is intended to symbolize the 
close collaboration between the Euro Zone countries. By 
translating this idea into concrete architecture, Robin Stam 
has put an exclamation mark behind this metaphor while at 
the same time creating a monument to the Euro. The mayor 
of Spijkenisse and the European Central Bank recognized this 
back in the planning phase and immediately agreed to sup-
port the project. The first three bridges completed are part of 
a large scale project that will bring to life four more bridges 
shown on the currency.

	 Literally paving the way: the 
Eurobruggen in a new neighbourhood 
of Spijkenisse.

“I WANTED THE ILLUSION OF A RECREATED 
STAGE SET WITH A TOUCH OF LAS VEGAS.”

Robin Stam 

Born in 1981, Robin Stam is a designer living and working in 
Rotterdam. He graduated from the Willem de Kooning 
Academy before working for several years as a graphic 
designer. He has since gone on to found the eponymous 
Robin Stam design company specializing in original designs 
and particularly off-beat design solutions. He himself is the 
initiator of the Eurobruggen project. Robin Stam is also a 
cofounder and member of the Rotterdam artist collective 
Rotganzen.
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	 Integrally coloured concrete vividly 
staged in authentic colours.

POLITICAL STATEMENT  
WITH A HINT OF ILLUSION.

Bridges from Euroland.
The primary things that Robin Stam hopes to express in his 
works are  enthusiasm, a wink and the corresponding design 
language. To give his bridge designs a special touch from the 
world of stage sets, the artist chose concrete integrally 
coloured with Bayferrox® pigments. The pigments were 
procured via Scholz Benelux B.V., the renowned colour 
experts who have worked in partnership with LANXESS  
for decades. Colortherm® Green GN, Bayferrox® 330 G, 
Bayferrox® 110 and Bayferrox® 960 were chosen in order to 
match the colours of the fictitious bridges on the 5, 10 and 

50 Euro notes as closely as possible. But another key aspect 
besides the special surface finish and appearance of the 
material also played a role in the decision: the ease of use and 
maintenance of integrally coloured concrete. A significant 
criterion, given that by the very nature of their function the 
bridges are subject to greater-than-normal stresses. At the 
same time, because pigmented concrete is a sustainable 
building material, it ensures only minimal ecological emis-
sions. And this is good for both people and nature 
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Several arches making a powerful impression.
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Health and Safety Information:
Appropriate literature has been assembled 
which provides information concerning the 
health and safety precautions that must be ob-
served when handling the LANXESS products 
mentioned in this publication. For materials 
mentioned which are not LANXESS products, 
appropriate industrial hygiene and other safety 
precautions recommended by their manu-
facturers should be followed. Before working 
with any of these products, you must read and 
become familiar with the available information 
on their hazards, proper use and handling. 
This cannot be overemphasized. Information is 
available in several forms, e.g., material safety 
data sheets, product information and product 
labels. Consult your LANXESS representative 
in Germany or contact the Regulatory Affairs 
and Product Safety Department of LANXESS 
Germany or – for business in the USA – the 
LANXESS Product Safety and Regulatory Af-
fairs Department in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

Regulatory Compliance Information: 
Some of the end uses of the products de-
scribed in this publication must comply with 
applicable regulations, such as the FDA, 
BfR, NSF, USDA, and CPSC. If you have any 
questions on the regulatory status of these 
products, please consult your LANXESS rep-
resentative in Germany or contact the Regula-
tory Affairs and Product Safety Department of 
LANXESS Germany or – for business in the 
USA – your LANXESS Corporation representa-
tive, the LANXESS Regulatory Affairs Manager 
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

The manner in which you use and the purpose 
to which you put and utilize our products, 
technical assistance and information (whether 
verbal, written or by way of production evalu-
ations), including any suggested formulations 
and recommendations are beyond our control. 
Therefore, it is imperative that you test our 
products, technical assistance and information 
to determine to your own satisfaction whether 
they are suitable for your intended uses and 

applications. This application-specifi c analysis 
must at least include testing to determine suit-
ability from a technical as well as health, safety, 
and environmental standpoint. Such testing 
has not necessarily been done by us. Unless 
we otherwise agree in writing, all products 
are sold strictly pursuant to the terms of our 
General Conditions of Sale and Delivery. All 
information and technical assistance is given 
without guarantee and is subject to change 
without notice. It is expressly understood and 
agreed that you assume and hereby expressly 
release us from all liability, in tort, contract or 
otherwise, incurred in connection with the use 
of our products, technical assistance, and in-
formation. Any statement or recommendation 
not contained in this brochure is unauthorized 
and shall not bind us. Nothing herein shall be 
construed as a recommendation to use any 
product in confl ict with industrial property 
rights such as patents covering any material or 
its use. No license is implied or in fact granted 
under the claims of industrial property rights 
such as patents.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION  
CONTACT YOUR LANXESS COUNTRY 
REPRESENTATIVE.
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PROJECT DATA

Aiming high – a small bridge with a big effect.



Location
Spijkenisse, Holland

Architecture
Robin Stam 

Principal
Municipality of Spijkenisse 

Project participants
Gebrüder Schouls; 
Ingenieursbüro IOB;
Waco Lingen Beton B.V. 

Construction period
2011 – 2013
	
Volume of concrete
5 Euro bridge: 9.2 m³, 10 Euro bridge: 18.7 m³ 
50 Euro bridge: 23.9 m³

Amount of pigment
5 Euro bridge: 108 kg, 10 Euro bridge: 200 kg
50 Euro bridge: 240 kg 

Form supplied
Powder in paper sacks

Supplier	  
Scholz Benelux B.V.

Pigments
Lightfast pigments from Scholz Benelux B.V.

Colortherm® Green GN 
(5 Euro bridge)

Bayferrox® 110 in gray cement 
(10 Euro bridge)

Bayferrox® 960 in gray cement 
(50 Euro bridge)

Bayferrox® 330 G
(5 Euro bridge)

Bayferrox® 110 in white cement 
(10 Euro bridge)

Bayferrox® 960 in white cement 
(50 Euro bridge)


