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Old and new in perfect symbiosis.
The Praça das Artes project in São Paulo launched in 2009 
was intended to be a delicate yet bold action. Architects Fran-
cisco Fanucci, Marcelo Ferraz and Marcos Cartum drafted 
the plans for the building ensemble, which was only complet-
ed in 2012. Restored old buildings were linked architecturally 
to new construction to create a new cultural center and pro-
mote public interaction in the neighbourhood while at the 
same time revitalizing downtown São Paulo.

A three-module cultural complex was merged into a single 
architectural unit covering a total area of 28,500 m². The 
complex houses the artistic departments of the renowned 
Teatro Municipal with the Symphony Orchestra, Lyric Choir, 
String Quartet and City Ballet; a music school with an 
integrated documentation center; and a parking garage. Ten 
buildings had to make way in order to allow the creation of 
this ambitious construction project in Quadrant 27 along the 
Anhangabaú Valley in Brazil‘s commercial capital.

FRESH BREEZE FOR  
TWO CENTURIES OF LIVED 
ARCHITECTURE
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	 The aim when drafting the project was to create a 
new urban order while simultaneously preserving 
existing buildings with symbolic significance. 

	 Lines of integrally coloured concrete:  
A wood-like texture gives the building 
its distinctive presence.
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	 The independence of the individual buildings 
within the complex is acknowledged in the way 
the colours collide

The arts united in the Corpos Artisticos 
Uniting the individual institutions that had been previously 
scattered throughout various neighbourhoods in São Paulo in 
a single Corpos required more than architectural artifice. In 
some places, pure manual labour was required. The first step 
in the restoration of the former music conservatory, for exam-
ple, required laborious stripping of the walls to reveal the 
original coatings. In the end, the project did more than just 
save some historic buildings. It restored the nearly two-centu-
ries-old buildings to their former glory and gave them a new 
purpose while at the same time creating premium rehearsal 
facilities for the various arts in the new eleven-story building 
next door. All in all a project displaying great respect for the 
building and for nature, which is also why the rubble pro-
duced during the demolition work was repurposed for paving 
the roads on the outskirts of São Paulo.

PREMIUM  
REHEARSAL HALLS
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“THE PRAÇA EXTENDS AWAY FROM THE 
CENTER OF THE PROPERTY IN THREE DI-
RECTIONS LIKE A SQUID STRETCHING OUT 
ITS TENTACLES.”

from left:

Francisco de Paiva Fanucci (Brasil Arquitetura)
Marcelo Carvalho Ferraz (Brasil Arquitetura)
Marcos Cartum (São Paulo Secretary of Culture)

Francisco Fanucci, Marcelo Ferraz and Marcos Cartum learned 
their trade at the School of Architecture and Urbanism of the 
University of São Paulo, graduating with degrees in architec-
ture. Francisco Fanucci and Marcelo Ferraz together founded 
the architectural firm Brasil Arquitetura and have completed a 
large number of award-winning projects in Brazil and abroad. 
They were able to recruit another award-winning architect, 
Marcos Cartum, for the project. Francisco Fanucci and Marcelo 
Ferraz have also garnered international attention in recent 
years from a variety of international exhibitions, and Ferraz has 
had numerous publications released between 1992 and 2011. 

	 The complex‘s charm lies in its visceral 
expansiveness, both visual and spatial

	 The Project is grounded by concrete pigmented in soft, red-ochre 
shades. 
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COLOUR AS A DIFFERENTIATING 
AND UNIFYING FACTOR

	 Anything but boring: The visual appearance and surface structure 
of integrally coloured concrete could hardly be more vibrant.

An accent in a grey cityscape	
Because the building is exposed to relatively large amounts of 
pollution due to its urban environment, the architects made a 
conscious decision for concrete integrally coloured with 
Bayferrox® pigments. Unlike paint, integrally coloured con-
crete is characterized by great resistance to pollution and 
thus requires lower maintenance costs. But its unique visual 
appearance was another factor that made integrally coloured 
concrete particularly attractive for the project. Its unusual 

colour effect and texture links the ensemble‘s individual build-
ings while at the same time differentiating it as a cohesive  
unit from its surroundings. The choice came down to subtle 
iron oxide pigments from LANXESS: a red pigmentation with 
Bayferrox® and a subtle ochre shade on the basis of Brown 
Adobe, which gives the central main element its own charac-
teristic colour.
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	 The Praça das Artes offers interesting viewing 
angles from all directions and perspectives.
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Location
São Paulo, Brazil

Architecture
Brasil Arquitetura

Principle
Secretaria de Infraestrutura Urbana e Obras-SIURB 

Project participants
Secretaria Municipal de Cultura (SMC)  

Construction period
2009–2012

Area
28,500 m2

Volume of concrete
10,000 m3

Amount of pigment
39 metric tons

Form supplied
paper sacks

Pigments

Bayferrox® red

Brown Adobe 



Health and Safety Information:
Appropriate literature has been assembled 
which provides information concerning the 
health and safety precautions that must be ob-
served when handling the LANXESS products 
mentioned in this publication. For materials 
mentioned which are not LANXESS products, 
appropriate industrial hygiene and other safety 
precautions recommended by their manu-
facturers should be followed. Before working 
with any of these products, you must read and 
become familiar with the available information 
on their hazards, proper use and handling. 
This cannot be overemphasized. Information is 
available in several forms, e.g., material safety 
data sheets, product information and product 
labels. Consult your LANXESS representative 
in Germany or contact the Regulatory Affairs 
and Product Safety Department of LANXESS 
Germany or – for business in the USA – the 
LANXESS Product Safety and Regulatory Af-
fairs Department in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

Regulatory Compliance Information: 
Some of the end uses of the products de-
scribed in this publication must comply with 
applicable regulations, such as the FDA, BfR, 
NSF, USDA, and CPSC. If you have any ques-
tions on the regulatory status of these products, 
please consult your LANXESS representative 
in Germany or contact the Regulatory Affairs 
and Product Safety Department of LANXESS 
Germany or – for business in the USA – your 
LANXESS Corporation representative, the 
LANXESS Regulatory Affairs Manager in Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania.

The manner in which you use and the pur-
pose to which you put and utilize our products, 
technical assistance and information (whether 
verbal, written or by way of production evalua-
tions), including any suggested formulations 
and recommendations are beyond our control. 
Therefore, it is imperative that you test our 
products, technical assistance and information 
to determine to your own satisfaction whether 

they are suitable for your intended uses and 
applications. This application-specifi c analysis 
must at least include testing to determine suit-
ability from a technical as well as health, safety, 
and environmental standpoint. Such testing 
has not necessarily been done by us. Unless we 
otherwise agree in writing, all products are sold 
strictly pursuant to the terms of our General 
Conditions of Sale and Delivery. All informa-
tion and technical assistance is given without 
guarantee and is subject to change without 
notice. It is expressly understood and agreed 
that you assume and hereby expressly release 
us from all liability, in tort, contract or otherwise, 
incurred in connection with the use of our prod-
ucts, technical assistance, and information. Any 
statement or recommendation not contained 
in this brochure is unauthorized and shall not 
bind us. Nothing herein shall be construed as a 
recommendation to use any product in confl ict 
with industrial property rights such as patents 
covering any material or its use. No license is 
implied or in fact granted under the claims of 
industrial property rights such as patents.

Germany	
LANXESS Deutschland GmbH 
Business Unit Inorganic Pigments 
Rheinuferstraße 7–9 
47829 Krefeld 
GERMANY
Tel.: +49 2151 88 7741 
Fax: +49 2151 88 4133 

USA	
LANXESS Corporation 
Business Unit Inorganic Pigments 
111 RIDC Park West Drive 
Pittsburgh, PA 15275-1112
USA 
Tel.: +1 412 809 2000
Fax: +1 412 809 3599 

Singapore	
LANXESS Pte. Ltd.
Business Unit Inorganic Pigments 
3A International Business Park
#07-10/18 ICON@IBP Tower B
SINGAPORE 609935
Tel.: +65 6725 5828
Fax: +65 6266 5329

Australia	
LANXESS Pty. Ltd.
Business Unit Inorganic Pigments 
Unit 1, 31 Hill Road
Homebush Bay NSW 2127
AUSTRALIA 
Tel.: +61 2 8748 3910
Fax: +61 2 8748 3999

Japan	
LANXESS K.K.
Business Unit Inorganic Pigments 
Marunouchi Kitaguchi Building 23F
1-6-5, Marunouchi, Chiyoda-ku
Tokyo 100-8215 
JAPAN
Tel.: +81 3 5293 8017
Fax: +81 3 5219 9776

United Kingdom
LANXESS Ltd. 
Colour Works
Lichfield Road
Branston
Burton-on-Trent 
Staffordshire, DE14 3WH 
UNITED KINGDOM
Tel.: +44 1283 714222
Fax: +44 1283 714201

Brazil	
LANXESS Indústria de Produtos
Químicos e Plásticos Ltda.
Av. Maria Coelho de Aguiar, 215 
Bloco B - 2� Andar  
05804-902 São Paulo
BRAZIL
Tel.: + 55 11 3741 3284
Fax: + 55 11 3741 2676

South Korea	
LANXESS Korea Ltd.
Business Unit Inorganic Pigments 
395-62, Shindaebang-Dong
Dongjak-gu
Seoul, 156-712
REPUBLIC OF KOREA
Tel.: +82 2 6715 5170
Fax: +82 2 847 3062

Central Eastern Europe	
LANXESS Central Eastern 
Europe s.r.o.
Stetinova 4
811 06 Bratislava
SLOVAKIA
Tel.: +421 905 719 637
Fax: +421 2 32151624

Spain	
Europigments, S.L.
Business Unit Inorganic Pigments 
Arquitectura, 27
Poligono Industrial Els Garrofers
08340 Vilassar de Mar
SPAIN
Tel.: +34 93 75407 70
Fax: +34 93 75407 84

China 	
LANXESS Shanghai Pigments  
Co. Ltd.  
Business Unit Inorganic Pigments 
845, Qi Lian Shan Lu
Shanghai, 200331 
P. R. CHINA
Tel.: +86 21 5284 7802
Fax: +86 21 6250 1193

India 	
LANXESS India Private Ltd.
Business Unit Inorganic Pigments 
Kolshet Road
Thane – 400 607
Maharashtra
INDIA
Tel.: +91 22 2531 1251
Fax: +91 22 2545 5152

France
LANXESS S.A.S.
Inorganic Pigments
Le Doublon A
11, avenue Dubonnet
92407 Courbevoie Cédex
FRANCE
Tel.: +33 (0) 961 35 77 87
Fax: +33 (0)1 30 41 36 90

Bayferrox® is a registered trademark of Bayer AG, Leverkusen, Germany.

LANXESS Deutschland GmbH
Business Unit Inorganic Pigments
Rheinuferstraße 7–9
47829 Krefeld
GERMANY
Fax: +49 2151 88 4133
E-Mail: coloredconcreteworks 
@lanxess.com
www.lanxess.com 
www.bayferrox.com
www.colored-concrete-works.com

Visit our website:
www.colored-concrete-works.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION  
CONTACT YOUR LANXESS COUNTRY 
REPRESENTATIVE.
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	 Clever details: from the series falling window guide.
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